
Blowing Rock Charity Horse Show Foundation 2020 Covid-19 Action Plan 

Introduction & Plan Overview 

We are eager for you and your horses to return to Blowing Rock for the 97th Annual 
Blowing Rock Charity Horse Show. We also recognize the huge responsibility that 
comes with running a horse show during these times of the Covid-19 virus. We take 
this responsibility very seriously and have been hard at work to ensure that our horse 
shows can be managed safely and successfully.  

In conjunction with local, state and federal recommendations and mandates, 
including those from the World Health Organization (WHO), Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and United States Equestrian Federation (USEF), the 
Blowing Rock Charity Horse Show Foundation has implemented the following 
guidelines and protocols to alleviate the potential impact of Covid-19 and to insure 
that our horse shows are safe for all involved. In addition, we completed the WHO 
Risk Assessment to measure the effectiveness of our planning efforts. With the use of 
this assessment, we have been able to determine that with all policies and practices 
applied, we are operating at a low level of risk.  

Thank you in advance for abiding by these guidelines while visiting our venue and 
for your continuing support of the Blowing Rock Charity Horse Shows. 

Burr Collier.
President, Blowing Rock Charity Horse Show Foundation 
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Mandatory Procedures For Competition Staff   

—All competition staff must provide emergency contact information and execute an 
updated Waiver and Release of Liability, Assumption of Risk and Indemnity 
Agreement required by USEF, as a condition of participation. 

—All competition staff, officials, service providers and vendors will have their 
temperature checked once daily before entering the show grounds. Anyone with a 
temperature of 99.5 degrees or higher may not enter the facility. 

—Anyone who exhibits Covid-19 symptoms, has tested positive for Covid-19 in the 
last 14 days or has been in contact with someone that has tested positive for 
Covid-19 in the last 14 days, cannot enter the competition grounds. 

—All competition staff, officials and service providers will be provided with masks 
and disposable gloves. Masks are required to be worn at all times on horse show 
grounds. 

—All competition staff, officials, service providers and vendors are required to 
maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet, whenever possible. 

—It is recommended to avoid touching common surfaces and sharing equipment and 
supplies. 

—All competition staff, officials, service providers and vendors are requested to 
wash their hands as frequently as possible. Touchless hand sanitizer stations will be 
available at numerous locations throughout the property, including outside of all 
rings, the information booth, the show office and all bathrooms.  

—Please use hand sanitizer before entering, and when leaving, any restroom facility. 
Touchless hand sanitizer will be available outside all restrooms. 

—Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

—If any person who was present on the competition grounds tests positive for 
Covid-19 within 14 days of the conclusion of competition, USEF and The Blowing 
Rock Charity Horse Show must be notified immediately.  
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Mandatory Requirements for Competition Participants 

For purposes of this document, participants include owners, lessees, riders, athletes, 
trainers, coaches, grooms, and any other required personal/staff that are essential for 
providing care to the horses and/or athletes. Parents of minor children who are 
competing are also allowed limited access. No general public spectators are allowed. 

—Entries must be completed in advance and done online through Horseshowsonline. 
The new USEF Covid-19 waiver is mandatory so please complete before arrival. The 
waiver must be signed by trainers, owners, and riders and no agent signatures are 
permitted under USEF rules. No numbers will be issued without this completed 
waiver.  

—All participants are required to provide contact information with name, address, 
phone number and email address. 

—Participants are required to self monitor their temperature once daily before 
entering the  show grounds. Anyone that has a temperature of 99.5 degrees or higher 
may not enter the facility.  

—Anyone who exhibits symptoms of Covid-19, has tested positive for Covid-19 in 
the last two weeks, or has been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
Covid-19 in the last two weeks may not enter the show grounds. 

—Masks must be worn at all times while on the show grounds by anyone not 
mounted in accordance with both State of North Carolina and Watauga County 
guidelines. Gloves are encouraged and will be required in wash areas and schooling 
rings for setting jumps. 

—All Participants, whether mounted or on foot, are required to maintain social 
distancing of at least 6 feet, whenever possible. The only exception is for members of 
the same household. Even when social distancing, you must wear a mask. 

—All participants are requested to wash their hands as frequently as possible. 
Touchless hand sanitizer stations will be available at numerous locations throughout 
the property, including outside of all rings, the information booth, the show office 
and all bathrooms.  
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Mandatory Requirements for Competition Participants (Cont’t) 

—Please use hand sanitizer before entering, and when leaving, any restroom facility. 
Touchless hand sanitizer will be available outside all restrooms. 

—Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

—If any person who was present on the competition grounds tests positive for 
Covid-19 within 14 days of the conclusion of competition, USEF and The Blowing 
Rock Charity Horse Show must be notified immediately.  

—Exercise areas and schooling rings will be restricted to limit the number of 
exhibitors/horses present at one time, and to limit the number of people on the 
ground. All people on the ground must practice social distancing. Schooling areas 
will be monitored to ensure these guidelines are being followed.  

—Access to competition areas will be limited. Only the trainer and one attendant and 
one parent of a minor child, if applicable, may accompany each horse to the ring. 
The parent will be required to observe away from the ingate.   

—Stabling areas are restricted to exhibitors, trainers, grooms and veterinarians. 
Social distancing must be practiced in the barns. No gatherings of any kind will be 
allowed. 

 —Please frequently clean and disinfect all tack, equipment and surfaces others may 
come in contact with. This includes golf carts, if applicable. 

—The Cafe and several food trucks will be available. When standing in line at the 
Cafe or food trucks, you must maintain social distancing. Water bottles will also be 
available at the rings. 

—Please use trash receptacles so that the staff does not have to come into contact 
with contaminated items that are not discarded properly. Please do not litter. 

—In the event of rain, all participants must shelter in their cars, their barns, the 
hospitality pavilion, the covered grandstands or in your box seats, if  available (we 
have reduced the number of boxes this year by 50%, and are only allowing 4 people 
per box, instead of the normal 6). Social distancing must be maintained, whenever 
possible, and masks must be worn. The covered grandstands were built to hold 500 
spectators, so even with social distancing, they will accommodate a large number of  
participants. 
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Mandatory Requirements for Competition Participants (Cont’t) 

—The horse show office will be configured to allow social distancing and will be 
limited to essential personnel only. Clear plexiglass shields have been installed in 
front of office staff. Other than staff, No more than two people will be allowed in the 
office at any one time. 

 —Awards will be distributed so as to reduce or eliminate hand-to-hand contact.  

We understand that our venue is a challenging one for social distancing, but we are 
committed to our shows running as safely and smoothly as possible. We ask that 
everyone fully cooperate in following all of the outlined protocols and guidelines to 
ensure a safe and successful event for all. Participants that do not follow the 
protocols and guidelines may be removed from the Showgrounds.  

Response to Potential Exposure to Covid-19 

—If a participant displays symptoms or otherwise indicates high risk for possible 
infection, they will not be allowed access to to the facility and participate in events at 
the Blowing Rock Charity Horse Shows (BRCHS).  

—Trainers/Owners should have a support plan for any member that is denied 
participation at BRCHS due to medical concerns. That plan must include 
transportation arrangements to immediately remove the person from the BRCHS 
show grounds. 

—We have access to testing through Watauga County Medical Center, which is 
located approximately 8 miles away in Boone, NC. They also have quarantine rooms 
that are available if needed.  

—If you have any concerns about the possibility of infection by anyone on property, 
you should notify the horse show office at 828-295-4700 immediately.They will 
notify our medical coordinator for the Shows, Bill Calvert. 

—Once identified, we will engage local medical/public health staff to perform 
contact tracing and enhance evaluation of confirmed contact, per CDC guidelines, so 
we can quickly mitigate any concerns of spread. 
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